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Fabio Silva, a native Mexican and New Yorker of 12 vears, gritted his way through an unconventional
path that's led him to a career as a major fashion-house general counsel. He gives us an up-close
and DEFSOHH[ DQEk IntD h|S StVl[Sh C|tv llfe by Olivia N. Castafieda, photos by Sheila Barabad
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orn in a pueblito south-
west of Guadalaja-
ra, Mexico, Fabio Sil-
va immigrated to the
United States at the
age of four. Despite a
humble and challeng-
ing upbringing, Silva
kept his sights set high,
obtaining a law degree
from Stanford Law School and beginning
his career as alegal associate in Washing-
ton, DC, before moving to New York City.
But his next move was something far more
unusual for a young lawyer: he went back
to school, to Parsons the New School for
Design, to get a degree in fashion design.
Thus began Silva’s journey in establishing
himself as what he is today—a fashion at-
torney.

Itbegan with an internship at Burberry
that grew into a full-time post as an intel-
lectual property counsel. Silva worked his
way up to becoming vice president of legal
at Burberry, serving as the British com-
pany’s lead attorney in North America.
He went on to in-house positions at Tory
Burch and Fab.com and is now VP of legal
affairs for a major Italian fashion house.

Lastyear, Silva won the National LGBT
Bar Association’s Out & Proud Corporate
Counsel award. He feels that living in New
York City and working in fashion houses
has provided him a free environment to
be “out.”

“Without the ability to come out and
take pride in who I am, I would not have
been able to function with the level of con-
fidence that is required in a corporate en-
vironment,” Silva says. “I have to remind
myself that it’s not that easy in other in-
dustries and in other parts of America.”

Silva now feels comfortable, estab-
lished, and at-home in New York City. Al-
ready a successful attorney, he has the
luxury to focus some energy on develop-
ing his personal interests instead of wor-
rying about climbing the corporate ladder.

In many ways, Silva is the quintes-
sential single and successful New York-
er, owning a 1,400-square-foot loft-style
apartment in Harlem. For the past seven
years, he’s converted it into a comfortable
haven that allows his artistic side to run
wild with design.
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Sitva currently has 21 Olivetti Lettera 351
typwriters in his growing collection, which he
refurbishes and finishes himself, including this
fuschia lacquer-painted model.
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The space is full of colorful oversized
pillows and cushions—hand-sewn by Sil-
va himself—as well as his growing collec-
tion of self-customized Olivetti Lettera
351 typewriters. Silva describes himself
as “one of those people that love to tinker.”
He’ll often disassemble the vintage ma-
chines, sand them down, and spray-paint
them in hues like fuschia or orange, finish-
ing with a coat of shiny lacquer. “I bought
a typewriter to get me past my writer’s
block, and ended up falling in love with
them as design pieces,” he says. “During
the ‘60s and ‘70s, typewriter manufactur-
ers started getting truly innovative with
product design—but the home computer’s
arrival ended all that.”

An admitted homebody, Silva most en-
joys spending time in his own space. At the
end of the day, he loves to unwind with a
glass of wine in front of his fireplace, cook
dinner, and lounge on one of his oversized
leather chairs. “In 13 years living in New
York City, I've ordered take-out once. Ibe-
lieve that if you’re going to eat at home, you
should cook at home. I take great pleasure
in making a meal.”

FINDING INSPIRATION

Fabio Silva loves New York City
for allowing him to live and
breathe fashion even in everyday
life. Here, he shares the three
spots that most inspire him.

HIS NEIGHBORHOOD

Silva says his neighbors on
Fredrick Douglas Boulevard
are more likely than
downtowners to get dressed
up for the evening. "l want
to be the Bill Cunningham
of Harlem. There is more
interesting fashion coming
out of Harlem than south of
110th Street.”

THE FABRIC STORE

M00D FABRICS

“l enjoy spending time
here—even if I'm not looking
for anything in particular.
Often the fabrics inspire the
project.” These interactions
typically culminate in ideas
for at-home projects.”

A DRIVE OVER THE
BROOKLYN BRIDGE

ON HIS VESPA

“Nothing is better at
reminding me why | love
this city than the view of
Manhattan from over the
Brooklyn Bridge.”
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Q: What genre of music can we
expect to hear coming from one
of your stereos on any given
evening?

| was a teenager in the '80s, and
| still listen to so much '80s mu-
sic. It was such a fun decade for
both music and fashion. It was the
decade that launched the music
video, and | watched more than
my fair share of them. It's a little
embarrassing, but you'll find me
mostly listening to '80s music.

Q: What is your favorite dish to
cook for a dinner with friends?
My sister gave me a slow-cook-
er a few years ago, and for a
while there | was slow-cooking
everything. | discovered that a
slow-cooker is the best way to
make barbecue pork spare ribs.
Simply brown the ribs in a large
skillet, throw them into the cooker
over a quartered onion, pour in
some barbecue sauce, and six to
eight hours later you have a fall-
off-the-bone crowd-pleaser.

My friends also love my salsa.
My specialty is cooked salsa. | put
tomatoes, onions, garlic, habaner-
os, and tomatillos in a big skillet
and almost burn them. | then
throw the grilled vegetables into a
blender with salt and other spic-
es, and the result is this amazing
cooked salsa. It goes quickly.

Q: If there was a fire—God
forbid—and you could only
salvage one item from your
home, what would it be and why?
It would be my father's camera.
Before he left to the United States
in the early 1970s, my father was
a studio photographer in Mexico.
A few years ago, | took my
mom back to Mexico to visit fam-
ily. While there | learned that my
father, prior to leaving for the
United Sates, had left his belong-
ings in storage with an uncle. A
search of the storage room un-
earthed my father's large-format
camera—the same camera he
had used as a portrait photog-
rapher in the ‘60s. The camera
is irreplaceable, so it would no
doubt get scooped up on my way
toward the fire escape.

‘What might speak most to Silva’s per-
sonality, though, is the fact that he enjoys
doing everything himself. Whether it’s
installing a new sink, putting up a new
light fixture, or simply cleaning his home,
there is hardly a thing he won’t do him-
self. “Aside from enjoying working with
my hands and taking great pride in doing
things myself, it’s also about remaining in-
dependent. It would be easy to go broke in
New York City if you don’t pick up some
serious DIY skills.”

In the workplace, Fabio has success-
fully remained anti-suit—an impressive
feat for someone who hasbeen an attorney
for over 15 years. He wants to feel unin-
hibited, innovative, and most importantly,
comfortable. A typical work outfit for Sil-
vaincludes a sports coat and skinny jeans
with dashes of color in the form of a belt,
bag, hat, scarf, or eyewear. “I'm all about
the accessories,” he says. “Over the years
T’ve managed to grow quite a collection.”

Besides working long hours typical of a

“It would be so easy to
go broke in New York
City if you don't pick up
some serious DIY skills.”
Fabio Silva

general counsel, Silva has one major sum-
mer project: to finish renovating his apart-
ment. He will be working tirelessly on re-
painting, installing new light fixtures,
hanging drapes, and refurnishing the
study. Silva says the creative process can
be time-consuming, and projects will of-
ten stall while he’s waiting to be inspired.
“I spend so much time athome and love to
entertain, so it all has to make sense. The
colors, the furniture, the art, the lighting,
and the accent pieces all need to work to-
gether and flow,” Silva says.

When it comes to his personal and pro-
fessional life balance, Silva says something
that any young, modern executive can un-
derstand: “Unfortunately, personal life or
pursuing artistic endeavors have taken a
back seat as my priorities have been on
my career for the past 15 years,” he artic-
ulates. “Striking abalance is something to
always work towards. Not finding it only
becomes acceptable when you're enjoying
what you’re doing.” B




